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Resumé  

 
Au cours de leur longue histoire, de l’Empire Inca jusqu’à l’économie gommifère du XIXème 
siècle et à l’exploitation industrielle du bois au XXème, les Ashaninka du fleuve Amonia, dans 
l’État brésilien de l’Acre, ont repoussé les tentatives d’invasions successives. Dans un effort 
conscient, ils ont retourné en leur faveur les effets nocifs du contact avec les blancs en 
incorporant et réinterprétant de nombreux éléments du monde occidental, tels que les notions 
de communauté, développement durable, école, projet et culture. L’appropriation de ces 
éléments fait partie intégrante d’une stratégie destinée à renforcer leur identité ethnique face à 
leur semblables des autres terres ashaninka et aux brésiliens régionaux; cela leur permet 
également de concrétiser leurs objectifs politiques dans le contexte interethnique de l’Acre. 
 
Mots-clef: indiens Ashaninka, Amazonie, Acre, relations interethniques, indigenisme, 
mouvement écologiste, développement durable.  
 

 
Resumo 

 
Os Ashaninka do rio Amônia no Estado do Acre têm uma longa história de luta, repelindo os 
invasores desde a época do Império Incaico até a economia extrativista da borracha do século 
XIX e a exploração madeireira no século XX. Num esforço consciente, reverteram as 
vicissitudes do contato transformando desvantagens em vantagens, incorporando e dando 
novos significados a diversos conceitos do mundo dos brancos, tais como comunidade, 
desenvolvimento sustentável, escola, projeto e cultura. A apropriação desses elementos faz 
parte da estratégia dos Ashaninka do rio Amônia não só para fortalecer sua identidade étnica 
frente aos seus parentes de outras áreas ashaninka e aos brasileiros regionais, mas também 
para concretizar suas aspirações políticas no contexto do indigenismo acreano. 
 
Palavras-chaves: índios Ashaninka, Amazônia, Acre, relações interétnicas, indigenismo, 
ambientalismo, desenvolvimento sustentável. 
 

Abstract 
 
The Ashaninka of the Amonia River in the Brazilian state of Acre have had a long history of 
fighting off foreign invasions from the times of the Inca Empire to the twentieth-century 
rubber and lumber extractive industries. They have made a conscious effort to reverse the 
vicissitudes of harmful contact to their own advantage by incorporating and re-signifying 
various elements of Western society, such as the notions of community, sustainable 
development, school, project, and culture. The appropriation of these elements is part of the 
Amonia River Ashaninka strategy to strengthen their ethnic identity vis-à-vis their fellow 
Ashaninka from other areas and the regional Brazilians, as well as to actualise their political 
aspirations in the context of interethnic politics in Acre. 
 
Keywords: Askaninka indians; Amazon, Acre, interethnic relations, indigenism, 
environmental movement, sustainable development. 
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